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News Roundup
Happy New Year! I hope you and yours had a wonderful Christmas
holiday season! And I hope we all have a wonderful 2021 ahead of
us.
New Newsletter Provider
Our newsletter has a new home! We are now set up on MailerLite. I
hope you like the new format! If you have any questions about the
newsletter, please contact us at
newsletter@twincedarsranch.com. For other contact
information, please see the footer of this newsletter.
New Twin Cedars Sales Site

We also have a new sales site! We have moved to the Shopify
platform. We also have a new web address:
twincedarsranch.com. We oﬀer signed paperback copies of all
our books and leather goods.
Speaking of the new year, it's time to set up your planner for the
new year! A popular new planning system involves bullet
journaling, which I describe in our article later in this newsletter. T.
D. has some great designs for leather journal keepers on our web
site here.
Public Domain Day 2021
Every year, as we cross midnight from December to January, a
passel of books, ﬁlms, and other creative works fall out of copyright
and into the public domain. For a an interesting overview of the
latest "freed" works and some very cool background on the public
domain itself, take a look at this article by Jennifer Jenkins on the
web site for Duke's Law School's Center for the Study of the Public
Domain. Whether you are an author looking for public domain
fodder to mine for new stories or a reader searching for freely
available reads, this article will have something for you.

Joy, gentle friends! Joy and fresh days of love accompany
your hearts!
- from Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream

Bio:
Seth Tucker was born; it was then that his adventure began. His ﬁrst novel,
Friedkin's Curse: A Werewolf Tale of Terror, was published in 2011. Since then
he has published the Winston & Baum Steampunk Adventures series, which is
currently 5 volumes with more planned. He is quite the elusive creature; many
search parties have never returned while trying to ﬁnd his lair. It is suspected
that he resides near Atlanta. You can follow his misadventures and contact him
at www.radioactiverabbitink.com .
He writes horror and dark fantasy stories and enjoys when his readers shiver at
the terrors that he creates. For something lighter, he also writes the comedic
adventures of Lollipop Jones & Pecan Sandie.

Events Calendar
Next Chapter Con in Dalton, GA on 10/02/2021

Contact info:
Twitter - https://twitter.com/lagomorphﬂix
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/WinstonandBaum1
Email - radioactiverabbitink@gmail.com
Website - radioactiverabbitink.com

Winston & Baum
Steampunk Adventure
Series
Winston & Baum are two men who
are no strangers to danger, and the
mythical creatures that plague the
English countryside. Now Queen
Victoria, a cyborg of brass and bolts,
has charged them with an important
mission. Representatives from the
fairy world have warned that dark
forces are gathering to conquer the
British Isles and rid it of man and
good fey alike. In an unholy bond
between the dark races of the English
fey and German monsters, a child
has been ordered dead. If the girl
dies, then the evil forces will be
unstoppable. Traveling the English
countryside in search of the child, led
only by dreams, Winston & Baum
must confront overwhelming odds to
rescue the girl and keep her safe.
The German forces are not willing to
surrender so easily and it is
discovered that everything is not as it
seems. Winston & Baum will have to
unravel the Secret of the Stone Circle
to save God, Queen, and country.

Amazon

Friedkin's Curse
Four friends; Jack, Emera, Ameth,
and Owen go to the Friedkin School
for Girls. It's supposed to be simple,
go pick up Emera and Ameth's sister
Ruby, but the students have been
seeing something in the woods;
something monstrous; something not
human.
On the ﬁrst night, Jack is able to hold
it at bay. Now the army has arrived,
but protecting the people at the
school does not seem to be their top
priority. Jack will have to rise to the
task as the soldiers seem to be

unable to stop the beast. His only
hope of understanding the creature's
origin and motives rests in the two
old journals belonging to the house's
former owners. Soldiers and civilians
alike are dying. The monster seems
unstoppable driven by an unholy
desire. Jack and the survivors will
have to last the night and destroy the
beast or die trying.
Now what started as an overnight trip
has turned into a ﬁght for survival.
The horror in the woods wants
something that only it knows. In the
dark of the night, evil stalks the halls.

Amazon

Friends Don't Let Friends
Be Undead
Three days after her husband dies,
Lily is shocked to see him staring at
her from outside her home. Calling
on the four men he trusted most, Lily
relies on them to place Steve back
into his eternal rest. His friends,
guided by a journal, will ﬁnd that the
man they loved has been replaced by
a vicious ﬁend that will stop at
nothing to sate its thirst for blood.
If they succeed in laying him to rest,
what about the monster that began
the cycle of horror?

Amazon

Cabin For Rent
Learn about the macabre history of
the cabin on the lake, as you take a
boat ride to view this unique property.
Despite its dark past and mysterious
disappearances, this beautiful
secluded get away will take your
breath away and you'll never be able
to leave.

Amazon

Web Recommendation: Writer
Beware
https://accrispin.blogspot.com
Anyone can be a target for a scam. Authors are no exception,
whether they are indie or traditionally published. Scams can come
from any direction, whether in oﬀers for publication, promotion, or
representation. Writer Beware is a blog by authors, for
authors, that can help you identify such schemes.
Founded by authors A. C. Crispin and Victoria Strauss in 1998, this
site is sponsored by the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of
America (SFWA) and staﬀed by dedicated volunteers. Articles of
interest abound, from lists of literary schemes and scams to news
about the industry and advice for writers.
If you as an author receive an unsolicited oﬀer from an unknown
source, research before you reply! This blog is a great resource for
such research, as they have a huge body of articles and
documentation. (I've used their articles to identify the source of
more than one potentially fraudulent email!) You can also contact
them if you suspect a new publishing-related fraud has landed in
your in-box.
If you are an author, check this site out, even if you are just getting
started. Stay informed. Protect yourself and your hard work. Do
your research before accepting any unsolicited oﬀers for
publishing or representation.
*“Writer Beware” is an oﬃcially registered service mark of the
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America.

Bullet Journaling for the New Year

As we take our old calendars down from the wall and replace them with new
ones, many of us also tear oﬀ the shrink-wrap from fresh planners. This time
last year, I discovered a new kind of planner: the bullet journal. It worked so
well, especially over the insane year we just experienced, that I'm using it
again this year.
What is a bullet journal? It's a popular planning method that gives you the
freedom to plan your life your way. (Think "bullet" as in "bulleted list", not as
in the lead kind.) And it's not just a calendar or a schedule or an agenda. It's a
way to get your thoughts onto paper in a retrievable fashion that is useful to
you. With a blank journal, a ruler, some pens, and some creativity, I am able to
create a planner that meets my unique needs as an author. Your needs may be
similar to mine, or very diﬀerent. This ﬂexible method can accommodate us
both.
"Blank" journals come in all ﬂavors these days, whether totally blank (great for
sketching), ruled (great for diaries), or with the dot grid (popular for bullet
journals). For my daily planner I like the Moleskine dot grid journal, and for my
other "collections", I use either the Artist's Loft (from Michael's) or the Paper
Studio (from Hobby Lobby) journal. You'll ﬁnd a wide variety of sizes, cover
designs (plain, textured, or with pictures), bindings (book binding, spiral or ring
bound, disc bound) and cover types (paper, soft ﬂexible back, hard back) on
the market. Many are available at oﬃce supply stores or craft stores, which
also host a variety of accessories designed for bullet journaling, such as
stickers and washi tape.
Starting with a completely blank journal is a little more work than a pre-printed
planner (and those are still great!), but for me, it's worth the eﬀort.
The Original Bullet Journal Method

The bullet journal method, created by Ryder Carroll, is set out in his book The
Bullet Journal Method: Track the Past, Order the Present, Design the Future and
on his web site, bulletjournal.com. My mother-in-law introduced me to this
book early last year, and I'm grateful that she did, because it turned out to be a
real sanity-saver.
In the words of the author: The Bullet Journal method will help you accomplish

more by working on less. It helps you identify and focus on what is meaningful
by stripping away what is meaningless.
The bullets are a notation that allows you to rapidly record plans and results
for a day. Tasks, events, and notes each have their own symbol, and there are
other notations you can use with them to indicate if something has moved
forward or cancelled. With these tools, one can rapidly record the events of the
day without spending more time writing things down than getting things done.
The bullets are just one part of the method. The rest centers around daily logs
and monthly logs, as well as future logs of creative ideas that don't have a
timeframe yet but need to be noted. Future logs are great for writing ideas, but
they also apply to many other areas of work or creativity.
The method is more a set of guidelines than a strict list of thou-shalts. It helps
you create space for not just what is happening but reﬂections on what
happened, and an ability to see your time at a glance and discover what
activities are prominent in your life. There's a lot of "why" behind the method,
far more to it than I can outline here; all I can do in this space is point you to
the resources that describe it in more detail. The Bullet Journal Method is
down-to-earth and easy to read, and I highly recommend it. It is available at
most book retailers in both printed and electronic formats.
Make It Your Own
You are free to make each journal into what you need and what you want. For
inspiration, search for the #bulletjournal hashtag on various web sites
(Twitter, Pinterest, LinkedIn) to see what others are doing in their journals. You
can also search for "bullet journal" on multiple search engines to view a
plethora of ideas. Don't be intimidated! The bullet journal community appeals
to a wide variety of people. Some of them really get into it. Many use their
journals as an outlet for their artistic expression with sketching and
calligraphy. If you prefer a straight-up day by day calendar without all the froufrou, go for it! If you like lots of stickers and washi tape and ﬁlling every space
with crazy doodles, do it! Stencils can help spice up headings if you're not into
calligraphy or lettering.
Carroll's book does not focus on the decorative side; it is more concerned with
decluttering your mind and organizing your time and your thoughts. Some
people (like me) need the artistic side of it to do that decluttering, and some
need to focus on other areas to accomplish the same goals. And that's great!
We as a human species need that variety. The important thing is that you make
your journal ﬁt your needs.
I like a two-page-per-week spread. Some people prefer other layouts, like onepage-per-day or even two-pages-per-day, etc. Everyone's schedule and needs
are diﬀerent. When I worked in IT, my schedule was the polar opposite of what
it is now. I had meetings and more frequent deadlines, therefore I needed a
more granular hour by hour planner with two pages for each day. Now that I
work from home with a less structured schedule, all that granularity is just a

waste of paper and space. It took a while to ﬁgure it out, but I work best when I
can see my entire week at one shot. The dots in the dot journal make it easy to
(with the help of a ruler) draw this layout. Yes, it does take a while to mark out
52 weeks worth of boxes, but I don't necessarily do it all at once. Usually a
quarter ahead at a time is enough; future and monthly logs can hold the future
events until I'm ready to outline my days. (I also ﬁnd drawing lots of straight
lines very relaxing for some reason.)
I know that this is a lot of work, and a lot of people have neither the time nor
the desire to draw an entire year's worth of boxes, especially if they need an
hourly schedule! It's a lot of ruler action! I think it's possible that some of the
best parts of the system, like reﬂection and organization, can be adapted to a
pre-printed planner if you need a bit of both.
One thing I learned the hard way: ﬁnd a pen that works well with the journal's
paper. Many pens bleed through and smear, and others cause paper to yellow
quickly, so be sure to test them ﬁrst. It's a good idea to set aside the very last
page of the blank book for pen testing. I've given mine quite a workout, looking
for the right pens!
Many similar time management methods abound (such as dot journaling), so if
you are interested in trying a new organizational method but ﬁnd this
particular one too involved for your needs, take a look at some of the others in
the ﬁeld and see what works for you.

A peek at my two page per week layout, using a journal with a dot grid.
The dots are very light, dark enough to be useful and faint enough to
stay out of the way. Eight squares, one per day with one left over for any

special notes for the whole week. I work on the weekends as well, so
Saturday and Sunday each get their own block. I don't need an hourly
schedule, so this ﬁts my needs. The faint dots you see make it easier to
draw the boxes with the help of a ruler. I often draw doodles and add
color or stickers in any daily space left over. This is only one way to
organize your time! And it doesn't have to be picture-perfect to be
useful.

Comfort During the Pandemic
The Great Quarantine altered everyone's plans and hopes for 2020. My bullet
journal helped me get through that very diﬃcult year. Each day, starting
during the ﬁrst lockdown in March, I recorded everywhere we went: grocery
store, pharmacy, drive-thrus, etc. It wasn't a diﬃcult chore, given that there
weren't many places open to visit.
I kept up my "track tracing" all year (apparently we are big fans of Taco Bell),
and I plan to continue it this year until this crisis is behind us. At ﬁrst I thought I
was being a bit obsessive, but trust me, it came in handy more than once. As I
read of COVID exposures in the local news, my record helped me know if I was
in the exposure window or not (So far, so not. Whew!). I also use my journal to
keep track of local mandates and orders, such as when they go into eﬀect and
when they expire (or, at this rate, when they are set to renew).
My journal acts as an anchor to return to each day, whether it is to remember
that there are still things I need to do during these disordered times, or to
record thoughts in word or picture, or to note web sites that oﬀer free videos or
books to occupy the space that going out into the world used to. I'm glad I had
it with me when the world turned upside down, and it continues to be my
faithful companion.
Bullet Journaling for Readers
Many readers track their reading in their bullet journals, whether they list
books they have ﬁnished or books in their wish list. There are many creative
ways to log reading, from the tried-and-true list to a fun sketch of a bookshelf
just waiting to be ﬁlled in. (And bookshelves are pretty easy to draw on a dot
grid, too!)
Bullet Journaling for Authors
This method is also great for organizing your writing, and not just for planning
your time. I have created a separate journal for each writing project, and in
each one I have made sections for character outlines, setting descriptions,
technology descriptions, lists of reference books, maps, etc. In other words, the
journal acts as a handwritten story bible that helps me keep a complicated
story organized. This great article by Tor outlines a way to plot a fantasy novel
with the bullet journal method. A more detailed guide to novel writing with
bullet journals can be found on the Writer's Edit site here. Here is another one
from TCK Publishing.

My 2020 "bookshelf" at the end of the year. It did spill over to a second
page at the last minute, but this is the bulk of my reading over the year,
plus a few stickers and doodles. It doesn't have to be perfect to be fun.

Page Numbering with a corner doodle to liven things up

One of our journal cover designs in water buﬀalo hide

Protect Your Journal
I tend to tote my journal with me everywhere, so it needs protection! Twin
Cedars oﬀers leather journal covers that protect and beautify planners. They
are designed to be used year after year with journal after journal. We oﬀer
several sizes of covers to ﬁt a variety of blank journals. The photo in the
masthead of this newsletter features my personal journal cover with a lovely
oxblood dye. They are also available in blue, green, or black dyes, or no dyes
at all for a natural look. Pictured here is one made of water buﬀalo hide, which
has a beautiful texture and color of its own. The straps hold the cover closed
until the owner is ready to peer into their plans for the day. The covers are built
to support a sustainable life and are meant to last as long as they are needed,
hopefully a lifetime. Check out our catalog of journal covers here.
Wishing You a Great Year
No matter how you navigate 2021 -- with a blank journal, with a printed
planner, or with nothing but the seat of your pants with a wing and a prayer in
your pockets -- we at Twin Cedars wish you a happy, healthy year ahead. Keep
your wits about you and take care of yourself!

Events Calendar
DATE

EVENT NAME

LOCATON

10/03/2021

Next Chapter Con

Dalton, GA

10/31/2021

HallowCon

Dalton, GA

Sales Links
All titles available for purchase as signed paperbacks from our website. Paperbacks
are also available on Amazon. EBooks are available at major e-retailers including
Amazon, SmashWords, and Barnes & Noble.

K. T. Hunter's Books
The Nemo Paradox

Book 1: 20 Million
Leagues Over the Sea

Book 2: The Mysterious
Planet of Captain Moreau

Go on a steampunk adventure! A
combined sequel to 20,000 Leagues

The adventure continues! What does
our brave crew ﬁnd on Mars? What's

Under the Seas and The War of the
Worlds. Join the crew of the Thunder
Child's Fury as they take the ﬁght
back to Mars.

happening back on Earth? And what
is the truth behind the original
Invasion?

Buy at Twin Cedars
Buy at Twin Cedars

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on Amazon

K. T. on SmashWords

T. D. Raufson's Books
Legacy of Dragons Series

Book 1: Legacy of
Dragons: Emergence
Contemporary Fantasy for Young
Adult & Up. Dragons return after a
1500 year absence. Where did they
go? And why are they back?

Book 2: Legacy of
Dragons: Resurgence
Contemporary Fantasy for Young
Adult & Up. Dragons are back, and
they are at war! Can Meliastrid and
her companions keep humanity
alive?

Buy At Twin Cedars
Buy At Twin Cedars

Other Titles

Guardian Unmasked
Fantasy Action Adventure for Adults

The Queen's Yeoman
Fantasy Tale for Mid-Grade Readers &
Up

Buy at Twin Cedars
Buy at Twin Cedars

T. D.'s FaceBook

T. D. on Amazon

T. D. on SmashWords
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