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News Roundup

Good wishes for every reader's health & happiness as the Pandemic continues to rule the news.
Let's continue fighting the Corona War together! Take care of yourselves & keep your wits about
you!
T. D. has added some of his leather items to our web site. If you need a durable, beautiful cover for
your bullet journal or a leather case for small items, please go take a look at
twincedarsenterprises.com.

We here at Twin Cedars sincerely hope that everyone has a very Happy Thanksgiving and that
you all had a great Halloween. Speaking of Halloween...

HallowCon Followup

HallowCon Online was such a blast! I’m so happy that despite everything going on this year, we
were still able to hold HallowCon. Virtual conventions are a new thing, so the crew had a steep
learning curve, but they pulled it off with flying colors. The HallowCon “channel” was live with
Streamyard for 49 hours straight, from 3 PM Friday through 3 PM Sunday (plus one hour for the
time change). They broadcast via YouTube, FaceBook, and Twitch. Panels, chats, games and
(public domain) movies flowed over the ‘net.
We had some great authors beam in, including some new to the HallowCon scene: Brian K.
Morris, Daniel Allen Butler, Robin Burks, John Anderson, A. G. Carpenter, and Lyn Gibson. Some
HallowCon fan favorites included Stephanie Osborn, D. Alan Lewis, Karl Witsman, Karlee Carleen,
and Bobby Nash.
Note: Brian K. Morris of Rising Tide Publications runs a thrice-weekly webcast called "Nevermind
the Furthermore", which is an interactive conversation show that broadcasts on YouTube and
FaceBook. On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 10 AM Eastern (9 Center), you can chat
with him and multiple creative personalities from indie authors to magicians. I jumped in the other
day and had a ball. Mr. Morris is an incredibly fun host, and the audience is a real hoot. If you need
some cheerful conversation right now, visit the next broadcast or watch some of the recorded ones
on his YouTube channel.
The Spooky Dudes recorded their podcast live on Friday night. We were also treated to an online
concert by the wonderful local Irish band Molly McGuires, a HallowCon mainstay. The weekly show
Stupid o’Clock (run by the usual HallowCon crew) also took over the broadcast on Saturday night.
T. D. Raufson told a story from his Guardians Unmasked universe during his panel. If you would
like to watch the recording, you can check it out on YouTube here. Both of us hosted the Oracle at
Delphi on Friday night. Oracle is an audience participation game that we have always run live and
in person. This was our first attempt running it virtually, and I have to admit that I was a bit nervous
about it. However, we had a great panel for the Oracle and a wonderful online audience that sent

in hilarious questions via the comment feature of their host platform (YouTube, Twitch, or
FaceBook). They really made it work, and we had so much fun. You can watch a replay of it on
YouTube here. Be sure to check out the other videos in the playlist to see a replay of the other
panels.
I’m very proud of the HallowCon gang for pulling off this astounding feat. They worked so hard and
got by on lots of caffeine and very little sleep. They made sure that every panel host had support
and never felt like they were shouting into the abyss, which is a common feeling when one is
talking to a camera instead of the live audience one is used to at conventions. They kept the
questions and comments rolling and made sure everything ran smoothly. As with any live con or
any online event, there were hiccups, but they were handled gracefully. I really enjoyed myself and
tip my hat to my friends at HallowCon and pray we are able to hug each other at Halloween next
year… knowing we have a new tool in our pockets to keep us united in the meantime.
In fact, there's whispers of the possibility of a spring online event, depending on the state of things
at that time, to help authors connect with readers. I will post information as I receive it, so stay
tuned...

“There are only two ways to influence human behavior: you can manipulate it or you can
inspire it.”
― Simon Sinek, Start with Why: How Great Leaders Inspire Everyone to Take Action

Guest Author Matthew Quinn

Introducing Matthew W. Quinn

I met Ms. Hunter at the Next Chapter Con held in Ringgold, GA this past September. Given her
successes in steampunk, I figured her fans would like to find out more about my work…

Matthew W. Quinn grew up in Marietta, Georgia. After graduating from the University of Georgia
with a dual degree in magazine journalism and history, he had an extensive career in Atlanta
media before attending graduate school at Georgia State University and entering social-studies
education. Throughout all of this, he has written science fiction, fantasy, and horror. He is a
member of the Atlanta chapter of the Horror Writers Association.
Matthew is also a regular participant in the podcast Myopia Movies in which the movies you
enjoyed as a child are put on trial to see if they hold up. He regularly blogs at The World According
to Quinn and has an active Twitter account. Those interested in his own newsletter can sign up
here.

His Work
Quinn’s work is broadly organized into two main series, the “Dark Tower Meets Game of Thrones”
steampunk military fantasy “Wastelands” world and that of the present-day sci-fi horror “Long War.”

Battle for the Wastelands
In a desolate world where dirigibles rule the skies and blood soaks the dry earth, a young
man joins the fight against a tyrant who has problems of his own.
Andrew Sutter returns home from a hunting expedition to find drought-wracked Carroll Town under
the thumb of a tax collector from the cannibalistic Flesh-Eating Legion. A riot becomes a battle that
leaves Carroll Town in ruins and Andrew alone in the merciless Iron Desert. Saved from certain
death by the riders of rebel chieftain Alonzo Merrill, Andrew finds himself fighting for their doomed
cause.
Meanwhile, Grendel, first lord of the Northlands and the Flesh-Eaters’ ultimate master, finds his
peace of conquest disintegrating as the warlords under his thumb begin battling one another. He
plots a new war to reunite them as the starving Merrills launch their last, desperate offensive.
And Andrew may be the one holding the key to victory…
Fans of Stephen King's Dark Tower, George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire, L.E. Modesitt
Jr.'s Corean Chronicles, S.M. Stirling's The Peshawar Lancers, and AMC's Into the Badlands will
thrill to this fast-paced first volume of a saga of war and intrigue on a continental scale.

“Son of Grendel”
A tyrant’s heir must go into the mountains to face a band of insurgents on its own ground.
Not everybody will emerge from the confrontation unscathed, not least him.
Falki Grendelsson, eldest son of the first lord of the Northlands, serves as a company commander
in his father’s elite Obsidian Guard. Though many lords would keep their sons close and out of
harm’s way, Grendel is determined his son learn the business of war firsthand for the day he puts
on his father’s cloak.
But when Robert Dalton leads displaced farmers armed with stolen Old World repeating rifles in a
raid that kills a favored officer, Grendel sends Falki to make an example of them.
Falki has never fought this type of war before. Although the Obsidian Guard has the deadly
weapons of the ancient world and dirigibles to rain fire from the skies, Dalton’s insurgents know the
land and the mountains hold terrors beyond his increasingly-desperate men.
In order to cement his father’s new order, Falki has to triumph not only over a physical foe who
would gladly kill him, but his own demons. And victory over one might mean falling to another…
This novella is set a year before the first novel in the series, Battle for the Wastelands.

The Thing in the Woods
Seventeen-year-old James Daly thought moving from Atlanta to small-town Edington senior
year would kill him, but he didn't mean it literally.
But his father bought a bigger house to go with a promotion at his law firm, only to lose his job
when the housing bubble popped. Now James has to work at the Edington Best Buy to help pay
the mortgage they're underwater on. He can't wait until he turns eighteen and can leave Edington
behind forever. But when a local boy challenges him to an ATV race near a tree farm most people
avoid, things get much worse. James' rival is slaughtered by a tentacled horror emerging from a
nearby pond.
The monstrosity has been worshiped by a secretive coven since before the Civil War, and its
devotees don't take kindly to their secrets being threatened.
Now with the aid of Amber Webb, a local girl he doesn't like liking, and a renegade cult member,
James must fight to avoid ending up bound to a picnic table and offered up to a monster. He must
do battle with both the local cultists and their predatory master, THE THING IN THE WOODS.

The Atlanta Incursion
James Daly thought he was safe at college after defeating small-town cultists and their
otherworldly master. He was wrong. Although the Thing in the Woods is dead, there's more
to this world than just one monster.
In May of his senior year of high school, he'd faced a murderous coven and the otherworldly horror
they worshiped in the woods outside small-town Edington, Georgia. And though there was a price
to be paid, he came away triumphant. Now dating fellow survivor Amber Webb, he's attending
Georgia State University with his best friend Eli Schwartz and doing his best to forget the bloody
events of the previous summer.
But just in time for Amber to visit one October weekend, the nightmares plaguing him begin
invading his waking hours. Something far more sinister than post-traumatic stress may be afoot,
especially when the mysterious man in black who’d made James an offer he couldn't refuse
returns. Meanwhile, reluctant Edgewood Jack Boy Javion Jackson joins more hardened gang
members in an ambush of the Boulevard Crips, only to find his companions dead and himself a
prisoner of sadistic extraterrestrials.
The four are about to be dragged into an interstellar conflagration deep in the heart of downtown
Atlanta. And not all will come home alive...

WEB SITE RECOMMENDATION
PodCast: A Bit of Optimism with Simon Sinek
https://simonsinek.com/podcast

Current events got you down? Need a dose of optimism? Take a look at Simon Sinek's
podcast for a look on the brighter side. And not just for business!
Simon Sinek is a noted author and speaker. His book Start With Why began as a TED
talk in 2009. Forty million views later, his talk became the third most watched TED talk.
He believes that we can build a bright future together with on a foundation of WHY we
do what we do. The books mainly focus on business leadership, but many of his ideas
can be applied to life in general. His brightness and optimism are contagious!

Previous Guest Author Jennifer Reynolds has a new release!

Willa
An Awake Novella
Willa and her family survive the initial zombie
outbreak by hiding in her Grandmother’s cellar, but
nothing good and safe last forever when the world is
ending around you.
Amazon
Books2Read
Goodreads

TWIN CEDARS EVENTS CALENDAR 2020
All of our events for 2020 are complete.
2021 is still up in the air. Updates on future Cons as we get them.

BOOKS BY K. T. HUNTER
Covers by The Cover Collection

20 Million Leagues Over the Sea
The Nemo Paradox Book 1
$2.99 on Kindle
$12.99 Paperback
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

The Mysterious Planet of Captain
Moreau
The Nemo Paradox Book 2
$2.99 on Kindle
$12.99 Paperback
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on GoodReads

K. T. on BookBub

BOOKS BY T. D. RAUFSON
BLOG

Legacy of Dragons:

Legacy of Dragons:

Guardian Unmasked

Emergence
(Legacy of Magic Book

Resurgence
(Legacy of Magic Book

by T. D. Raufson
$4.99

1)
by T. D. Raufson

2)
by T. D. Raufson
$4.99 on Kindle

Available on
Smashwords and

$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Amazon

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

The Queen's Yeoman

by T. D. Raufson
T. D.'s first mid-grade
fantasy book, great for
all ages!
$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

T. D. on GoodReads

T. D.'s blog
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