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News Roundup
Good wishes for every reader's health & happiness as the Pandemic continues
to rule the news. Let's continue fighting the Corona War together! Take care of
yourselves & keep your wits about you!

The Samizdat Issue
What's up with the newsletter masthead? What is Samizdat? See the main
article below for more details on this fascinating bit of history of contraband
literature in the Soviet Union during the Cold War.

Banned Books Week
This year's Banned Books Week is set for September 27 - October 3. Celebrate
the freedom to read with the BBW web site, listed in the web site
recommendation article below.

Article: What is Individual (or Rugged) Sustainability?
This article by Anthony Basham gives the reader a little insight into our mission
here at Twin Cedars.

Autumn Conventions Update
Next Chapter Con: A Books & Authors Convention

As of this release date (September 8th), the Next Chapter convention in
Ringgold, GA, is still on! Come join us to celebrate reading and literature with
local authors. Let's discuss our love of books in panels and on a vendor floor

full of great reads!
NextChapter Con is at The Colonnade in Ringgold, Georgia (same location as
last year) on Saturday, September 19, 2020, from 10 AM to 4 PM. Tickets for
ages 13+ are only $5.00 in advance (via website at NextChapterCon.com) and
$7.00 at the door. Kids 12 and under are free. Two dollars of the admission fee
will be donated to a local library or school of your choice! So while you grab
something good to read, you're helping someone else read, too!
Precautions are being taken to protect us during the Covid-19 pandemic,
including the following safety measures:
Author tables will be no less than 6 feet apart
Maximum of 248 people allowed in the vendor room at one time
Kids' Corner is cancelled (for spacing)
Sanitizer stations will be set up by the Colonnade staff
Colonnade staff will keep restrooms and high touch areas cleaned and
sanitized throughout the day
Panelists and attendees will be distanced in panel rooms
Masks will be available for attendees
NCCX volunteers will wear masks when distancing cannot be practiced.
Please observe any local ordinances on masks when attending. As of this
edition's release date, Georgia is not requiring masks, but please bring one with
you if you can. As stated above, there will be some available for attendees. If an
author requests that you wear a mask upon approaching their table, please do
so (unless you have medical contraindications, of course!).
As always with the Great Quarantine, things are subject to change, so if you
plan to go to Next Chapter, please check out their web site at
NextChapterCon.com for updates between now and then. We're ready to get
out and about and see y'all!
HallowCon
The status of HallowCon will be announced soon. Watch this space and their
website at HallowCon.com for updates.

I have never let my schooling interfere
with my education.
― Mark Twain

SAMIZDAT
Banned in the USSR
by K. T. Hunter

The mission of Twin Cedars is to promote individual sustainability through deep reading and thinking
across a wide variety of genres and topics. Part of this mission is to introduce readers (and writers) to new
(or new to them) books and aspects of reading for their entertainment and enlightenment. This month, we
look at Samizdat.

Have you ever read George Orwell's 1984? Was it easy to find, either in a
library, in a bookstore, or on the Internet? If you live in the U.S., you probably
had more trouble picking one of the many available editions than you did finding
it. During the Cold War, a citizen of the now-defunct Soviet Union would not
have been able to read it at all... officially.
Unofficially, someone could read Orwell's dystopian masterpiece in samizdat
format. "Samizdat" (meaning "self-published") is the term used to describe
contraband literature (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, court proceedings, essays, and
more) circulated in secret during the Soviet era. Many books, authored by both
Soviet and foreign Western writers, were banned by the Communist Party, often
because they contradicted Marxist ideals. Even Dostoyevsky's works were
banned for a period of time. The Communist Party could not afford for people
under their regime to be distracted by thinking that they deemed "un-Soviet."
Some of the banned books include the following (from The CultureTrip.com):
1984 (the queen of dystopian novels, written in 1949) and Animal Farm
(1945) by George Orwell. Orwell was a Democratic Socialist, but he
rejected Stalin's brutal terrorizing of his own people. The dictator's
actions partly inspired the fictional regime of the Ingsoc political party in
1984. Ironically, this book was also banned in parts of the US at one point

because some readers believed it was pro-Communist.
We by Yevgeny Zamyatin - written before (1920-1921), and probably
inspired the writing of, 1984. Reviewed by George Orwell as well
(http://www.openculture.com/2017/06/george-orwell-reviews-we.html). A
dystopian novel that predicted the horrors of Stalinism with frightening
accuracy. Citizens of the One State have numbers instead of names, and
life is managed by entirely by science and algorithms. I haven't read this
yet, but I just purchased it for my TBR queue.
Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak. A novel of Russia between 1905 and
World War II. The CIA helped distribute this book in the USSR. It was
banned due to the author's opinions of the October Revolution. Take a
look at its brief history in the CIA library here.
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. This short
story collection was banned for a short time for "occultism", but the ban
was later lifted. Sherlock Holmes was very popular in the USSR, and
there were several Russian-language films made of the detective (with his
drug use edited out, of course). A new Russian language series,
"Sherlock in Russia", is set for release later this year.
The Gulag Archipelago by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn; in three volumes, the
author describes life in the Gulag, the Soviet camps in which dissenters
were imprisoned and enslaved. It was banned for being dangerous to the
Soviet regime; the author was exiled for writing it. Find more information
on this series here.
The Master & Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov, written between 1928 and
1940 during Stalin's reign. Banned for religious elements and criticism of
the Soviet regime. I've never read it, but readers say it is a funny, magical
novel. I've put it in my TBR queue. Find an interesting review of it and its
history here.
Despite the bans, Soviet citizens hungered for new ideas and new stories, and
in some cases just plain news, such as petitions, essays protesting repression,
and court proceedings of trials of dissidents. But how could they publish such
works? Printing presses and copy machines were tightly controlled by the
Soviet government, in part because they could be used for samizdat
proliferation. Distributors of samizdat had to be creative with typewriters, carbon
paper, and some cooperative friends. Pages were passed on to others who

could read and possibly type their own copies of the work, to be forwarded on in
a web of secrecy. If typewriters were not handy, then handwriting (and hopefully
some carbon paper) would do. Errors were many, paper was cheap and flimsy,
and binding and covers were practically nonexistent.
Samizdat networks were rarely organized. Some clustered in loose cells that
split up the work of copying a single text to increase both speed and safety.
Sometimes already copied works were split up into chapters to make the books
easier to conceal and to allow more people to read the same work at once.
Sometimes they were read aloud to a small, trusted group before being passed
on.
Some forbidden works written in the USSR were printed, but it was done by
printers abroad. Many texts were smuggled out on microfilm and smuggled
back into the country in print. (Although I must admit I scratch my head here -they had access to microfilm machines but not printing presses? Interesting.)
Works printed in this way were referred to as tamizdat. They usually included a
note indicating that they were printed without the author's permission in order to
protect that author (or at least mitigate their punishment) should they ever be
found.
Possession of samizdat could get a reader an unpleasant visit from the dreaded
KGB, the USSR's secret police. People holding samizdat could receive anything
from simple confiscation of the material to jail time, exile to a Gulag, or
execution. There were rumors that the KGB sometimes allowed some of the
less-critical samizdat to circulate as a sort of "relief valve" to keep the
population in check. Other rumors state that the KGB itself released some of
the samizdat in order to catch those circulating it. Ironically, the trial
proceedings of those caught creating samizdat were in turn typed up and
circulated as samizdat.
The era of the USSR and the Cold War is fascinating to me. I grew up during
the Cold War; the USSR dissolved during my college years. Much information
has come to light since then, but so much more remains hidden. I am unsure
how that era is taught in our history classes now, but it is a time that we should
not forget. There are myriad books and movies that give us a peek into that
time. Here are some of the books that I have read & recommend:
The Black Russian by Vladimir Alexandrov. The amazing biography of
Frederick Thomas, a Black American entrepreneur in Moscow whose life
and business are all but destroyed in the violent upheaval of the 1917

Revolution. If you have never heard about how Communism arose in
Russia or the accompanying violence and purges that swept away
millions of innocent people, read this book.
Midnight in Chernobyl by Alan Higginbotham (read by Jacques Roy in the
audio version). Did you see the Chernobyl mini-series in 2019? Want to
know more? The film was excellent, but no film could include detail of this
history-altering event in 1986. This book captures not only the events of a
nuclear disaster, but it also gives a sense of what life was like in the
Soviet Union of the 80s and how the Socialist infrastructure contributed to
the catastrophe.
The Great Courses: Understanding Russia: A Cultural History - A series of
lectures by Lynne Ann Hartnett that tell the history of Russia, from the first
Tsars to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. It is a comprehensive
description of Russia's history and culture, including samizdat and the
cultural suppression of the Soviet era. This is a great series for lovers of
audio books.
Stalin and the Scientists: A History of Triumph and Tragedy, 1905 - 1953
by Simon Ings (reading now). The Soviet Union prided itself on its practice
of science and dreamed of a scientific method of governance. This book
describes how Marxism shaped the practice and perception of science
(especially genetics and nuclear physics) in the time of Stalin. Science as
practiced in the USSR was not pure scientific method; it was strongly
driven by the political views of those at the top and the scientists that they
supported.
Atomic Accidents: A History of Nuclear Meltdowns & Disasters by James
Mahaffey. Chernobyl wasn't the first nuclear accident in the USSR. Read
about a variety of accidents all over the world, including the hidden ones
that occurred on both sides of the Cold War.
The Future Is History: How Totalitarianism Reclaimed Russia by Masha
Gessen. The lives of four people born when Russia returned to
democracy are affected by a resurgence of totalitarianism in today's
Russia.

Censorship and repression of the written word has occurred in every country at
some point. Books are still banned today, even in the US in some local schools

and libraries (see the article on Banned Books Week). Take a look at a timeline
of books banned all over the globe since before the birth of Christ here. At the
same time, the free flow of ideas refuses to be blocked, even when the going is
tough. Let us hope that we in America never have to use such tools as
samizdat... but if we should ever need them, they are there.
Sources
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Puchner, Martin. The Written World: The Power of Stories to Shape People,
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WEB SITE RECOMMENDATIONS
Banned Books Week
September 27 - October 3, 2020
https://bannedbooksweek.org/

Books and other media have been banned pretty much everywhere
they have existed, at some point, even in the United States. In fact,
some books still are, at least on a local level. Banned Books Week
celebrates literature in exile. Launched in 1982, this annual event
shines light on the dangers of censorship and features an annual list
of banned books.

BBW seeks to unite those who value the freedom to read, including
readers, teachers, librarians, and journalists. It promotes the free
flow of ideas, even those that are unpopular or unconventional. It is
supported by a wide range of organizations, from the American
Library Association to the Author's Guild.

GUARDIAN UNMASKED Update
T. D. Raufson has released the print version of his latest novel, Guardian Unmasked,
on Amazon! The ebook version is also available at that link on Amazon and on
Smashwords in a variety of formats. Check out the sales links at the bottom of this
newsletter for more information.

What is Individual (or Rugged)
Sustainability?
A Word About Our Vision for Twin Cedars
by Anthony Basham
Over time I have come to understand the idea of sustainability, from the work
I've done within the professional environment. I have learned and taught
organizations to focus on creating sustainability to create higher performing
teams. The basic idea is that the pace we work at, study at, live at must be
sustainable in order for success. As I continued to study this idea, it became
clear that sustainability was about more than just pace. It was about having
everything that is needed to "live", to sustain. In a survival sense it is about
having the tools, supplies, and ability to live at a certain level. A person cannot
"live" in survival mode, they have to move into sustainable mode. What we at
Twin Cedars have observed is that most people are not "living", they are
surviving.
I'm sure that sounds like a broad statement, and many people may say they are
living a sustainable life. To them, I say congratulations, and I want to help you
stay that way. One common problem with sustainability, however, is
complacency. We think we are "living", but things have changed while we

weren't paying attention. This is what happened to us. We had to ask ourselves,
are we still "living"? Each person owns their answer to that question. What we
discovered was that we were not.
We realized that over the years, as technology had advanced and information
was coming to us in a steady stream, that we had grown dependent on the
stream and had stopped thinking. The information feeds became smaller
because it was easier to process small snippets quickly. Then, they began to
interpret the information instead of inform. At the end, we found ourselves
incapable of processing information and frustrated when a topic went too deep
or took too long. The ability to read a long article was lost to us. Why does this
matter? Each individual needs to process information and decide for
themselves what it means, rather than just be told what to think. We had
abandoned that for the simple feed and surrendered our own logic to the logic
of the writer. We had stopped thinking. This was a shocking revelation. We
could no longer sustain ourselves as we had in the past because we could no
longer think beyond the short sound bites and snippets we were being fed.
As we were becoming more aware of the mental sustainability, we also started
paying attention to the things we depended on. It seemed that so much of what
we bought was only meant to last a very short time. We became aware that
electronics were disposable, but even more had become that way. We soon
realized that clothing, shoes, household appliances, automobiles, and a
plethora of other things were being designed to wear out. All of this was being
done for many reasons, all of which were reactions to the less sustainable and
faster pace we were not "living" at. Some of this even appears in the ideas of
environmental sustainability concepts. I will pause to say that I believe we as
people should take out responsibility for ourselves and our world seriously and
look at sustainability logically. Read and understand what is being said don't just
accept what you are told. Then, apply action to what makes sense. But, making
products to last a year and be replaced is no way to be sustainable. Twin
Cedars approaches this by building sustainable products to last and learning or
remembering and teaching how to take care of them so they will.
Beneath or within all of this is a personal connection to the power that makes it
all work. We are not here to tell you to believe in any specific faith. We are not
here to tell you to believe in anything at all. We will continue to tell the world that
there is an energy that permeates all living things. It makes connections and
causes things to happen. Some see it as coincidence or luck, others put more
belief behind it. Either way, we, as humans have a need to be part of that

connection, either to each other or to something more universal. To sustain
yourself, at a minimum, there is a need for hope. Hope comes from the Rugged
or Individual Sustainability that I am describing:
Listen, Read, Think
Be Creative
Believe in something
Be part of something
Each person has within themselves the ability to sustain themselves. We all use
different tools and techniques to maintain this ability. We all struggle with
maintaining our sustainability in this world and at this time. It is our vision at
Twin Cedars to support and enable each person's Individual, Rugged
Sustainability through the tools, tales, and information that we provide.

TWIN CEDARS EVENTS CALENDAR 2020
As far as I know, the autumn events are still a go.
Watch this space for updates in case of cancellations.
Books for sale! Autographs are always free!
September 2020
NextChapter Con - confirmed as of 9/8/2020, check web site for status changes
September 19
Ringgold, GA

October 2020
HallowCon - check web site for status
October 30 - November 1
Dalton, GA

BOOKS BY K. T. HUNTER
Covers by The Cover Collection

20 Million Leagues Over the Sea

The Mysterious Planet of Captain

The Nemo Paradox Book 1

Moreau

$2.99 on Kindle
$12.99 Paperback

The Nemo Paradox Book 2
$2.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon

$12.99 Paperback

and Smashwords

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on GoodReads

K. T. on BookBub

BOOKS BY T. D. RAUFSON
BLOG

Legacy of Dragons:
Emergence

Legacy of Dragons:

(Legacy of Magic Book

(Legacy of Magic Book

1)
by T. D. Raufson

2)
by T. D. Raufson

$3.99 on Kindle

$4.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Available on Amazon

Resurgence

and Smashwords

Guardian Unmasked
by T. D. Raufson
$4.99
Available on
Smashwords and
Amazon

The Queen's Yeoman
by T. D. Raufson
T. D.'s first mid-grade
fantasy book, great for
all ages!
$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

T. D. on GoodReads

T. D.'s blog
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