View this email in your browser

Welcome to the March 2020 issue of the Twin Cedars
Newsletter!
News Roundup
Book Recommendation: Character Breakdown by Zawe
Ashton
Web Site Recommendation: Prison Book Program
Word Puzzle: Women's History Month
Events Calendar
Twin Cedars Book Links

News Roundup

Women's History Month: March is Women's History Month, shining light on the
contributions of women throughout history. The annual theme is designated by the
National Women's History Alliance. The theme for 2020 is "Valiant Women of the
Vote", in honor of "the brave women who fought to win suffrage rights for women,
and for the women who continue to fight for the voting rights of others." 2020
marks the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
(ratified August 18, 1920), which prohibits the denial of the right to vote based on
a person's sex. For more information on Women's History Month,
visit https://nationalwomenshistoryalliance.org/.
Important figures in the fight for this right include Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth
Cady Stanton. Another leading light whom we don't hear as much about is Victoria
Woodhull, who opened the first woman-owned brokerage firm on Wall Street and
ran for President in 1872. I discovered her during my research for The Nemo
Paradox, and her life was one wild ride. You can read more about her in Mary
Gabriel's book Notorious Victoria: The Uncensored Life of Victoria Woodhull.
You might also enjoy reading about surgeon, women's rights advocate,
abolitionist, and Civil War spy (and Medal of Honor winner) Dr. Mary Edwards
Walker, another fascinating woman that I discovered in my research in the
book Mary Edwards Walker: Above and Beyond by Dale L. Walker.
RIP Katherine Johnson: Last month we mentioned the book Hidden Figures by
Margot Lee Shetterly, the story of four African-American women mathematicians
at NASA that helped us get to the moon. Recently one of the four, Katherine
Johnson, passed away at the age of 101. Thank you, Ms. Johnson, for all your
important work in the Space Race and for helping us all reach for the stars in the

face of adversity.
On Stage at the Cinema: Unfortunately, weather did not permit me to view
the National Theatre Live broadcast of Jamie's Lloyd's production of Cyrano de
Bergerac. I hope some of you had the chance to see it. Hopefully there will be
encores so on. Check their web site here for a showing near you and check
@JamieLloydCo on Twitter for updates.

Book Review: Character Breakdown by Zawe Ashton
Acting since she was six years old, Zawe Ashton has appeared on the stage, film,
and screen in a wide variety of shows, including Netflix's Velvet Buzzsaw. I had
the pleasure of watching her on stage in Harold Pinter's Betrayal in New York last
year. She doesn't just act; she writes, too! Her play For All the Women Who
Thought They Were Mad was produced while she starred in the Pinter play. And
now she can add novelist to her list of accolades. She has a lot going on.
This is a work of fiction. But mostly fact.
This opening disclaimer is a great introduction. It's often hard to tell when it's a
novel and when it's a memoir. But I believe that is deliberate.

Character Breakdown is not a straightforward narrative. Rather, it is a series of
vignettes that flow together. Ms. Ashton alternates "scripted" scenes of an actress
and her offstage life with narrative prose presenting her onstage life. It's almost
backwards of what I would normally expect, but I think it works well. It's as if the
actress is a "character" in her own life. The lines between the Actress and her
roles become blurred.
Reading it felt very earthy and very real, like a memoir unfolding in real time rather
than remembered. As an author and as a woman, I nodded and laughed the
Laughter of Recognition as I belted myself in next to her on an emotional
rollercoaster. I'm not an actress, but as an author and a former trainer I've had to
do my fair share of public speaking. I recognized and have lived with a lot of that
anxiety.
It's not my usual fare of spaceships and killer robots or Tudor royalty, but I really
enjoyed it. I feel it is well written and very real, so real sometimes that I had to put
it down and walk away for a while because it hit so close to home.
Character Breakdown was published in the UK. It was recently released in
paperback in the US and in audio on the UK's Audible site. Hopefully it will be
available on Audible US soon. The hardback and paperback versions can be
found on Amazon via Book Depository.

WEB SITE RECOMMENDATION: Prison Book Program
prisonbookprogram.org
Most of us have ready access to books, whether through a bookstore, a
library, book-loving friends, or our own personal collections. Not
everyone has this sort of access. Specifically, inmates of correctional
facilities. Some have access to prison libraries, but the offerings are
usually limited. Books can be a lifeline to the outside world and to the
future, whether the reader is looking to improve their language skills,
learn a new trade or hobby, or prepare for life after release.
Organizations like the Prison Book Program seek to fill these needs by
collecting book requests from inmates and books from donors, then
mailing the books to the inmates at their respective correctional
facilities. These books are valued by the recipients, as the many thankyou letters displayed on the web site show.
Want to help? There are two ways to donate: donating books or
donating money for postage. The web site outlines how to donate
books, which can get complicated since each facility has its own rules
about what they will allow an inmate to receive. PBP keeps a Wish List
on Amazon of the most requested books. Ordering a book via the wish
list will send the book straight to PBP. There's also a great need for
funds for mailing the packages. One thing I love about this program is
that just a little bit of money can go a long way. Some packages of
books can be posted for as little as $3. The web site outlines the best
ways to help.
PBP is located in Quincy, Massachusetts, and serves facilities in the
North East region. If you live in a different part of the U. S. and prefer to
support programs closer to home, the site has a list of similar
programs throughout the country.

Celebrate Women's History Month with this word search! Some names may be familiar,
and others may be new. I urge you to read up on the new ones, as they are all
fascinating figures in history. Yes, James Miranda Barry was a woman!

TWIN CEDARS EVENTS CALENDAR 2020
Books for sale! Autographs are always free!
September 2020
NextChapter Con
September 19
Ringgold, GA

October 2020
HallowCon
October 30 - November 1
Dalton, GA

BOOKS BY K. T. HUNTER
Covers by The Cover Collection

20 Million Leagues Over the Sea

The Mysterious Planet of Captain

The Nemo Paradox Book 1
$2.99 on Kindle

Moreau
The Nemo Paradox Book 2

$12.99 Paperback

$2.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

$12.99 Paperback
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on GoodReads

K. T. on BookBub

BOOKS BY T. D. RAUFSON
BLOG

Legacy of Dragons:

The Queen's Yeoman
by T. D. Raufson

(Legacy of Magic Book

Resurgence
(Legacy of Magic Book

1)
by T. D. Raufson

2)
by T. D. Raufson

$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon

$4.99 on Kindle

Legacy of Dragons:
Emergence

and Smashwords

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Guardian Unmasked
by T. D. Raufson
$4.99
Available on
Smashwords

T. D. on GoodReads

T. D.'s blog

T. D.'s first mid-grade
fantasy book, great for
all ages!
$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Copyright © 2020 Twin Cedars Enterprises, All rights reserved.

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.

