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Welcome to the June 2020 issue of the Twin Cedars Newsletter!
News Roundup
Guest Author: Grayson Sydney
Web Site Recommendation: The Medieval Podcast
Word Puzzle: The Middle Ages
Events Calendar
Twin Cedars Book Links

News Roundup

Hoping everyone is hanging in there during the Great Quarantine and is still safe and healthy as we
sail these rough waters. We are keeping busy here. T. D. is working hard at improving his leather working
skills and made me this lovely leather-bound notebook to serve as my art journal! I started bullet
journaling this year, but I found that my expanding interest in art demanded a space of its own. This is a 3ring binder, built around 3-ring hardware stripped out of a store-bought binder. With a stiffener, leather
covers, green dye (and those of you who know me well know why it's green), and straps that give it that
medieval monk illuminator feel, I love it. In it I keep a log of completed projects and projects for the future,
color recipes, tool inventory, special tips and tricks, and so on.

My birthday just crept round again, and I have hit the half-century mark! And what better way to celebrate

the middle of middle age than... celebrating The Middle Ages! This month's Puzzle and Recommended
Website both celebrate that memorable period in history. Also, for our Guest Author I am pleased to
introduce Grayson Sydney, a very talented artist who just released a debut novel!
Interested in learning more about the ages that have inspired so many wonderful tales? Here are some of
my favorite non-fiction sources:
The Year 1000 by Robert Lacey
Life in a Medieval Castle by Joseph and Frances Gies
A World Lit Only By Fire by William Manchester
The Greatest Knight:The Remarkable Life of William Marshal, the Power Behind Five English
Thrones by Thomas Asbridge
The Plantagenets and The Wars of the Roses by Dan Jones. (Or, seriously, anything by Dan Jones.
His documentary series on castles is top-notch.)
The Lost Kings: Lancaster, York & Tudor by Amy Licence
A Brief History of the Tudor Age: 100 Years of Splendor and Squalor by Jasper Ridley
Scourge of Henry VIII: The Life of Marie de Guise by Melanie Clegg
The Children of Henry VIII by Alison Weir
Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean by Edward Kritzler
There are many, many more that I haven't read yet that are waiting for us to explore them! I have a list of
books about Vikings that could fit here too, but I think Vikings are going to get a later issue of their own!
No additional news on autumn events as yet. So far, they are still on the calendar. I will keep you updated
as things change.
It has reached that time of year when I need oven mitts to handle the steering wheel and a cooler to haul
groceries. Summer is here! The newsletter will go on hiatus for July, so we'll see you all back here in
August. I wish you all a safe & healthy summer until then. Take care of yourselves and keep your wits
about you.

Good friends, good books, and a sleepy conscience: this is the ideal life.
- Mark Twain

Guest Author: Grayson Sydney
Introducing debut author Grayson Sydney! Grayson is an excellent artist who has drawn several
commissions for me in the past. I am so excited to introduce them as a fellow author! I just purchased the
book and am looking forward to delving into it!

Bio
Grayson Sydney has been writing for over ten years. They are a fan of thrillers, romance, mysteries,
historical fiction, horror, science fiction, and the fantastic. While having a habit of consistently falling head
first into new obsessions, the constant remains that they are an avid consumer of mythology, the unlikely
hero, and the antihero. Most often they are writing LGBTQ+ thrillers, mysteries, and romances.
They currently reside in the Pacific Northwest and works as a freelance illustrator and comic artist with the
ultimate goal of writing full time.

Contact Information
Website: https://www.graysonsydney.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/graysonsydneyauthor/
Twitter: https://twitter.com/gsydneyauthor

Debut Title

Available on Amazon.
DEEP BLACK WILD delves into what it means to belong to something greater, even if greater isn't
necessarily good.
Remi Bell has felt restless and empty all his life.
Can't be helped when he grew up in the quiet unincorporated community of Wolfcreek, West Virginia. He
has best friends Etta and Cooper, but when Cooper brings around new girlfriend, intense and insightful
Fern, Remi starts to question who he is and what really makes life worth living. He and his friends soon
find themselves in what they suspect is a cult hidden away in the forests of Norway. In the midst of
charged fights, strange rituals, and the trade of secrets, Remi can't help but be drawn to Theo Ruud, the
enigmatic man who leads the compound. Remi knows something isn't quite right, especially considering
Theo's violent right hand man, Kipp.
The only problem is Remi has never felt more at home.

WEB SITE RECOMMENDATION: The Medieval Podcast
by Danièle Cybulskie
https://www.medievalists.net/category/podcast/
One of my goals for this newsletter is to feature good writing resources for my fellow authors
and authors-to-be. Another goal is to showcase sites that are just plain fun for anyone that
loves to read. It's great when I find both in one package! During the Great Quarantine, I've
hunted for more podcasts for my listening pleasure, and this podcast has been a gem of a
find. I've caught up with most of the episodes released in the past year, and I'm hungry for
more.

The Medieval Podcast lives on the Medievalists.net website, which is loaded with goodies for
fans of the Middle Ages. It's chock full of interesting topics. Recent episodes cover jousting,
Isabella of France (Edward II's queen), favorite movies about the middle ages, medieval
laundry, etc., Episodes are lively and informative, and the host is friendly and energetic.
They often feature excerpts from new book releases or interviews with authors and scholars.
It's a great resource for anyone writing a story set in that period or for anyone interested in
the time of the Hundred Years War, Chaucer, Boccaccio, and the House of Capet. Available on
iTunes or your favorite podcatcher site.

Castles were a big deal in the Middle Ages! Here's a list of major castle bits for your word searching pleasure.

TWIN CEDARS EVENTS CALENDAR 2020
As far as I know, the autumn events are still a go.
Watch this space for updates in case of cancellations.
Books for sale! Autographs are always free!
September 2020
NextChapter Con
September 19
Ringgold, GA

October 2020
HallowCon

October 30 - November 1
Dalton, GA

BOOKS BY K. T. HUNTER
Covers by The Cover Collection

20 Million Leagues Over the Sea
The Nemo Paradox Book 1

The Mysterious Planet of Captain
Moreau

$2.99 on Kindle

The Nemo Paradox Book 2

$12.99 Paperback

$2.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

$12.99 Paperback
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on GoodReads

K. T. on BookBub

BOOKS BY T. D. RAUFSON

BLOG

Legacy of Dragons:
Resurgence

The Queen's Yeoman
by T. D. Raufson

(Legacy of Magic Book
1)

(Legacy of Magic Book

T. D.'s first mid-grade

2)

fantasy book, great for

by T. D. Raufson

by T. D. Raufson
$4.99 on Kindle

all ages!
$3.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon

Available on Amazon

and Smashwords

and Smashwords

Legacy of Dragons:
Emergence

$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Guardian Unmasked
by T. D. Raufson
$4.99
Available on
Smashwords

T. D. on GoodReads

T. D.'s blog
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