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News Roundup
A warm welcome to our new subscribers that signed up at HallowCon and
Next Chapter! Come and sit a spell with us!

HallowCon Spotlight
October 25 - 27, 2019 in Dalton, GA at the EconoLodge
www.hallowcon.com

Art by Eddie Price
Another great HallowCon has come and gone! We hugged many old friends and
made some new ones! We've had a table there for several years running, and it
just keeps getting better!

At the opening ceremonies, Con Master Joe delighted us with a wonderful
homage to The Greatest Showman, top hat, tails, cane, and all! Then he
introduced a guest speaker, Steve Redenbaugh from Summit for Soldiers, an
organization that supports veterans and first responders. Joe had met him at
another event and invited him over to speak with us. Summit for Soldiers also
shared the convention charity pool with another charity, POPS! for Patients. I was
so impressed by Steve's presentation that Summit for Soldiers is our
Recommended website of the month. Please see that article below for more
information about this valuable service for veterans.
After a yummy barbecue dinner, the con dove headfirst into programming. I hosted
my annual trivia game, with twenty questions covering the con theme, Masks of
Horror. Players answered questions about masked characters from literature and
film... without their smartphones! Using their noggins, they got so many right that it
was tough to determine the winner of the spooky gift basket. But we had a lot of
fun with the questions, and I look forward to next year's theme: Visions of Fear
(because it's 2020, ya see?).
Later that night T. D. and I hosted the Oracle of Delphi, a popular game at
conventions. I first encountered it at LibertyCon several years ago, when it was
hosted by Todd McCaffrey. It's a crazy game, and the later at night you play it, the
crazier it gets. A panel of 3 - 5 con-goers (we use a blend of guest authors and

members) answer questions put to them by the audience. The panel answers one
word at a time, passing the next word on to the next person on the panel. You
never know what sort of sentence they'll come up with! T. D. acted as emcee,
warming up the crowd, reminding everyone of the (very few) rules, and
encouraging questions from the audience. The scribe (me) wrote down the words
as they were spoken, then read them back all at once to the audience. I hammed
it up to ratchet up the nuttiness. And the audience can (and will) ask anything. And
I do mean anything.
T. D. took his first leap into storytelling during his solo hour. He's been researching
the old art of oral storytelling for a while, and he cooked up a tale from his Legacy
of Magic universe, telling us some of the history of dragons and humans and why
humans do not possess magic.
We had a great crowd in Authors' Alley, too! Previous Guest Author Stephanie
Osborn, the Con Guest of Honor (yeah!) gave a scientific presentation on the
great dinosaur extinction event & iridium! Our Interstellar Woman of Mystery
always has some cool science up her sleeve.

I had the honor of being table-neighbor to Nina Soden, #TheRedheadedAuthor,
She is the author of two series, Blood Angel (YA) and Sector C. I moderated her
reading from her work in progress, an interactive adventure (a la choose-your-

own-adventure tales) called The Beast Within. I really enjoyed working with her,
starting with a brief interview, Oprah-style, then introducing the book and
facilitating questions. I look forward to the book's release! Nina will appear in a
future issue of this newsletter as a Guest Author, so stay tuned!

In fact, we now have a full slate of Guest Authors for 2020, including Mark
Wandrey, Dan Jolley, and Armand Rosamilia. I can't wait for you to meet them in
later issues!
We did a little shopping on the vendor floor, too! T. D. found Wand of a Kind, a
great company that sells wooden wands and some beautiful glass pens. These
lovely writing instruments feel so good in the hand. For people who love oldfashioned dip pens, this is a real find. The vendors are lovely, too. They took the
time to demonstrate how to use the pens and let us try some out. We ended up
buying three between us, along with some extra ink (each pen comes with one
bottle of ink automatically). I have already used my at home, and I love it. It's
amazing how much ink one dip will hold and how well the glass holds on to the ink
while I'm writing. It's easy to clean and a joy to write with.

Wand of a Kind travels to various conventions, but they also sell through their
FaceBook page (also called Wand of a Kind). This would make a lovely Christmas
gift for the writer or artist in your family (or for you!). They also sell wands,
journals, dice, and handmade dice bags.

I also found a lovely pair of earrings at Jewelry by Sandra, made by my dear friend
Sandra. She has lots of lovely hand-beaded jewelry. It being Hallowcon, quite a
few pieces sported skulls. Shhhh... they're a Christmas gift for somebody...

On Friday night, we were entertained by the Molly Maguires, a popular band that's
always a treat to hear with their Irish tunes. On Saturday, we shared a Ghouls
Night Out with the Vamp Valley Vixens Burlesque show and then rocked out with a
Lip Sync battle and Midnight Croaky-Yoki with Sara Martin.
Between the panels, the Punkin Chunkin, the gaming, the room parties, the
bands, and the karaoke, there was always something to do. And always
something to eat!
We always have a great time at HallowCon, and this year was the best ever. We
met so many great folks and sold books, which always makes for a great con!

FREE READS - FANTASY SERIAL by Twin Cedars Author T. D. Raufson

GUARDIAN UNMASKED

Within the labyrinthine passes of the Dragon’s Spine— a mountainous noman’s-land which splits the known world into three realms— Brigands, witches,
fantastic beasts, and nature herself threaten any who wander. The outcast of
every realm— criminal or not— struggle among these threats to scrape out a
living with the hope of some day escaping. Bands of protectors known as
Guardian’s, with martial strength and uncanny ability to navigate the passes,
guide caravans from every border for any who have or can afford passes into
the realms. Among these warriors, Roark, the prime Guardian of a well known
band, has risen to fame for never failing to deliver a contracted caravan. Can
the Guardian maintain this record when Cinnia, Princes of Arandor, contracts

for passage to Parthia bringing all of the threats and more to bear at once?
Which ominous power standing against them unmasks this Guardian? What
rises when the mask falls? Join this fantastic journey through the Spine to learn
these answers and more…
Coming soon: Guardian Unmasked will be available in e-book and print format
so you can take your copy with you everywhere you go!
Final chapters to be released over the next few weeks. If you haven't started it
yet, check it out here, or catch up with the latest scenes, for free!

Guest Author: Taylor Hoch

From K.T.'s desk
I have made so many friends at the Cons I have attended over the years. Taylor
has been a great table-neighbor for many of those. Her talents are beyond count,
and I am proud to have her as our Guest Author for this month.

Bio
Taylor S Hoch has been creating other worlds for people to experience since
1996. She is the author of The Curse of the Dullahan series, a middle-grade urban
fantasy adventure. Book six in this nine book series was released in June 2019,
and the seventh book is due to be released in June 2020. When Taylor isn't writing
novels, she is a songwriter and musician. She has published three albums of
Americana music. Her songs play on radio stations worldwide and on radio
networks such as the BBC and RADI. She spent most of her adult life traveling
extensively in the U.S. working as a restoration carpenter and contractor on
historical landmarks and playing her songs at music festivals. She holds master's
degrees in English Literature and Creative Writing; Sigma Tau Delta/NEHS, Alpha
Sigma Lambda. She is the mother of two amazing young men and lives in rural
Tennessee with her wife of twenty-three years, two supposed-to-be working farm
dogs that prefer the A/C to doing their jobs, L.J. the perfect cat, a gargoyle
protector named Aloysius, a serious clan of gnomes, and a variable population of
free-range chickens. She is also a pro game master, DM extraordinaire for the
exclusive Gamera Gang, and an avid SF/Fantasy fan.

Contact Information
Publisher: Ram's Head Books
Website: taylorshoch.info
Email: solhona69@yahoo.com
FaceBook: Taylor Hoch and/or Prospero Clydesdale O'Shaughnessy
Twitter: @TaylorSHoch

Available Titles

The Curse of the Dullahan, Book 1:
The New O'Donnellan Heir
Buy on Amazon
Prospero Clydesdale O’Shaughnessy lives with his crazy Aunt Suki—who
everyone thinks is a witch—in the weirdest old house in town. That alone would be
enough to make him the favorite target of Minor Barty, the school bully. But to top
it off, Prospero is a red-headed, freckled-faced, nerdy, Irish/American kid who is
small enough to be a kindergartener even though he's in the fifth grade. Prospero
might dream of becoming a hero capable of standing up to Minor and his gang,
but he knows unless something miraculous happens, he'll always be the gang's
favorite victim. Then, on his eleventh birthday, his aunt ushers him into his family's
great secret . . . they aren't entirely human. Prospero discovers a whole different
world existing side-by-side with the one everyone else sees. And no one, not Sir
Nigel the living enchanted suit of armor who stands guard over his bed every
night, or Jake the scarecrow who tends Aunt Suki's vegetable garden, or any
member of the clan of gnomes living in his backyard can tell him how or when his
special abilities will surface or what they might turn out to be. As cool as gaining
magical abilities might sound to the average kid, for Prospero, his special heritage
means more than just having a room full of gold in his basement and more than
possibly having a secret weapon to use against his tormentor and arch-nemesis. It
also means an evil headless monster called the Dullahan—a fairy the sidhe call
the harbinger of death—who cursed his family generations ago, is out there
searching the world for them, intending to destroy them all. The family secret has
been kept for generations, but now that secret is unraveling . . . and the Dullahan
is coming . . . .

The Curse of the Dullahan, Book 2:
Allies & Enemies
Buy on Amazon
Being the O'Donnellan heir and a leprechaun means that Prospero Clydesdale
O’Shaughnessy can talk to fairy tale creatures, has a few tricks up his sleeve for
dealing with the school bully, and can do some leprechaun magic—though it
usually makes him puke. But it also means that with the help of the gnomes who
live in his backyard, a living enchanted suit of armor named Sir Nigel, his tomboy
best friend Sadie, his faithful dog Chelsey-One-Eyed-Jack, and his crazy Aunt
Suki, he has to find a way to break the curse put on his family generations ago by
an evil headless monster called the Dullahan who has been searching the world
for Prospero's family for generations, intending to destroy them all. Irish legends
and the sidhe call the Dullahan the harbinger of death and say he can kill with a
word or a look, but they also tell of a prophecy saying a hero will be born who can
stand up to the Dullahan and defeat him once and for all. The gnomes say all the
signs point to Prospero being that hero . . . whether he likes it or not.

The Curse of the Dullahan, Book 3:
Crossing the Threshold
Buy on Amazon
Ailen swayed from side to side, whispering something over and over like he was in
some sort of trance. In a sing-song voice, he said:
In the flash, he is reborn
Soul to soul the enemy sworn
On Sanheim as the moon shines down
To stand atop Binn Ghulbain's crown
With bravest two beside him there
To free the cursed, if he dare!
Like a punch to the stomach, Prospero knew it was true. The Dullahan wasn't in
some weird other world on the far side of a mirror. He was here, in Greenville,
right now, riding around in that black limo. And if he could find him at the baseball
field, then it wouldn't be long before he found . . . home! The prophecy says
Prospero is supposed to be the hero who finally breaks the curse put on his family
generations ago by the Dullahan, but the Dullahan is a monster who leads an
army of other monsters. What can one scrawny eleven year old half-leprechaun
possibly do to protect his home and family from that? He knows it must have
something to do with Ailen's strange chant . . . but what? The Dullahan has finally
caught up to the O'Donnellan heir, so now Prospero, the Clan Glas Dair gnomes,
Sir Nigel, Sadie, Chelsey-One-Eyed-Jack, and Aunt Suki are in for the battle of
their lives! And they are out of time . . .

And the series continues...

Book 4: The Belly of the Whale

Book 5: The Mouth of the Cave

Buy on Amazon

Buy on Amazon

Book 6: Seizing the Stone

Book 7

Buy on Amazon

Coming Soon in 2020!

WEB SITE RECOMMENDATION: Summit for Soldiers
summitforsoldiers.org
FaceBook page: www.facebook.com/summitforsoldiers.tn
"Adven-Therapy for Veterans"
Veterans Suicide Hotline 1-800-273-8255

Soldiers and first responders put everything on the line every day as
they come between us and harm. Their experiences often stay with
them in the form of PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder), a normal
human response to stress. The mission of Summit for Soldiers, a nonprofit organization, is to assist soldiers, veterans, and first responders
with PTSD through experiences they call "Adven-Therapy".
"Adven-therapy" is not your traditional therapy. This program gets
participants moving in various outdoor adventures, from hiking to
mountain climbing. The challenge and fun of exploring trails and parks,
along with the camaraderie and fellowship of others with similar
backgrounds, can help people navigate in the wake of their servicerelated experiences.
SfS was founded and is run mostly by Service-disabled Combat
Veterans. They are on a Personal Mission to serve ALL veterans and
their families. SfS is run by volunteers, and many of their adventures
have been self-funded by members.They have local chapters in Ohio
and Tennessee, and they are expanding to other states. If you have a
desire to donate to a veteran-supporting organization, they do take
donations through their site. You can also help in non-financials ways
by liking their FaceBook page and spreading the word to anyone you
know who could use their services.
They are not counselors or mental health professionals, but they are a
community that understands living with PTSD and is ready to help. If
you are a soldier/veteran/first responder (or a family member) please
contact them at the web site above and check out their available
services.

Twin Cedars wishes everyone a happy & healthy Thanksgiving holiday!

TWIN CEDARS EVENTS CALENDAR
Books for sale! Autographs are always free!
2020 Events Coming Soon!

BOOKS BY K. T. HUNTER
Covers by The Cover Collection

20 Million Leagues Over the Sea

The Mysterious Planet of Captain

The Nemo Paradox Book 1

Moreau

$2.99 on Kindle
$12.99 Paperback

The Nemo Paradox Book 2
$2.99 on Kindle

Available on Amazon

$12.99 Paperback

and Smashwords

Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

K. T.'s Blog

K. T. on GoodReads

K. T. on BookBub

BOOKS BY T. D. RAUFSON
BLOG

Legacy of Dragons:

Legacy of Dragons:

Emergence
(Legacy of Magic Book

Resurgence

The Queen's Yeoman
by T. D. Raufson

(Legacy of Magic Book

T. D.'s first mid-grade

1)

2)

fantasy book, great for

by T. D. Raufson

by T. D. Raufson
$4.99 on Kindle

all ages!

$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon
and Smashwords

Available on Amazon

$3.99 on Kindle
Available on Amazon

and Smashwords

and Smashwords

T. D.'s blog

T. D. on GoodReads
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